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Special events in our 
family’s life: 
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 Community Services Clearinghouse News 

                            March, 2010   

     Community Services Clearinghouse 
has been many times blessed by the 
kindness of friends.  One of those 
groups of friends has now organized a 
food drive to benefit our Meals For 
Kids program.   

     More than 200 local businesses are 
part of the Fort Smith Partners in 
Education, and each of them is taking 
some part in the food drive.  Most are 
collecting food from their employees. 

     First National Bank, Bancorp South 
and Arvest Bank have donation boxes 
in their lobbies so the public may 
donate to the food drive.  These boxes 
will remain in place through March 
12th. 

    The final day of the Partners In 
Education Food Drive is Saturday, 
March 13th.  Members of the Partners 
group will man a truck in the parking 
lot of Arvest Tower, across from 
Central Mall on Rogers Avenue.  The 
public is encouraged to bring their 
donations to this truck on the 13th so 
they may be added to the donations 
collected through Partners business 
locations.   

     The Clearinghouse currently feeds 
approximately 2,480 children each 
Friday on the Meals For Kids program.  
We appreciate the help of the Partners 
in Education, and Cox Media who 
helped us get the word out about this 
event.   

     We hope to see you March 13th at 
the Arvest Tower with your donation to 
the Partners in Education Meals For 
Kids Food Drive. 

      

 

     Hey, Fort Smith Transit riders!  

Here’s a chance to help out “Meals 
For Kids” offered courtesy of the 
Transit Department. 

     On Thursday, March 11th, the 
Fort Smith Transit system will make 
you the following offer on rides: 

     One item on the Meals For Kids 
food list will buy you a fixed route 
ride.   TWO items from the list will 
get you a demand response ride. A 
copy of the Meals For Kids food list 
is attached to this newsletter 

     These special rates are offered 
in support of the “Partners In 
Education” food drive, and will be 
available for both the morning and 
afternoon schedules. 

     This is what you call an offer you 
can’t refuse, so grab an item off the
list  and get ready to ride!  If you 
have questions about the Transit 
Department event, or would like 
more infomration, please contact 
Nancy at 783-6464. 

Ft. Smith 
Transit  
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     What do you get when you put together a group 
of hard working art students, some great 
leadership from their school, a committee of
dedicated volunteers and worthy cause?  You get a 
project like “Empty Bowls” that not only helps raise 
money for the “Meals For Kids” students in 
Crawford County, it also shows how dedicated and 
hard-working our youngsters really can be. 

     The Clearinghouse was honored to be part of 
the first Empty Bowls project held in our area.  The 
idea was brought to the Van Buren High School by  
Mr. Lowe, an art instructor with a vision.  Mr. Lowe 
talked with Art Club members and, before you 
know it, the first Annual Empty Bowls is well on its 
way to making history. 

      

     The students did all the work.  They planned, 
they helped make the recipe, they found donors, 
they learned about publicity and they sold tickets.   
     When the evening arrived, everything was 
perfect.  There was even entertainment for the 
diners!  And the best part is that all the money raised 
will help Crawford County youngsters. 
     The Clearinghouse sends our thanks to the 
Empty Bowls crew.  We were honored to work with 
you, and we thank you for your help and good will. 
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    The Clearinghouse receives many forms of help 
from many organizations.  We are always happy 
when a group decides to offer assistance in one of 
the less than traditional needs of our clients. 
     That’s why we were so glad the Parker Center, 
which is part of the Fort Smith school system, 
decided to collect paper goods to be distributed 
through our pantry.  We have several requests for 
paper goods, but seldom have the items to add to 
our food boxes.  We thank the Parker Center for 
thinking of this unique way to help our clients. 

Clearinghouse Executive Director, Rick Foti 
(left),and Clearinghouse Board of Directors 
President, Daren Bobb (center), accept a check 
from Robin Arnold (right) of OG&E.  The 
Clearinghouse is working with OG&E on a home 
weatherization program for Arkansans. 
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Van Buren Art Club member, Carlee 
Davis (left), and Committee member, 
Jane Owen (right), shop the bowl 
table during Empty Bowls. 
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     I often speak to groups about the work of the 
Clearinghouse and how we raise the funds to make 
all that possible.  We rely on United Way for about 
37% of our income, and the rest we have to work for 
through grants, events, and the generous donations 
of churches, groups, and individuals.  We get one-
third of one percent government funds, and that 
money is for one specific purpose with a great deal of 
paperwork to back it up. 

     In this issue alone of the newsletter, you will read
of the vast variety of groups who support us on a one-
time or regular basis.  You will read this time about 
Partners in Education with the Fort Smith Schools, 
Fort Smith Transit, Van Buren High School, Team @ 
Work for All Charities, The Eagles Club, St. Edward 
Co-Workers, Parker Center, Southside High School, 
and the Fort Smith Board of Realtors.  If you can find 
a common thread among that group, let me know. 
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Clearinghouse volunteer, Jennifer Matlock 
(left), volunteered to serve up the soup at 
Empty Bowls.  Gailene Park (center), who 
served on the committee to plan the event, is 
joined by Clearinghouse Director, Rick Foti 
(right), on the serving line. 

     The point is that every possible type of group 
or individual has something to offer. Interestingly, 
also, is that every group has something unique to 
bring to the table. 

     If you or your group would like to discuss a 
possibility with us, please call Sue or me and we 
will be happy to brainstorm with you.  One never 
knows what may happen when we get our brains 
together. 
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     The Clearinghouse sends our thanks to the 
Southside Senior High students who collected 
cereal for “Meals For Kids.”  At least 200 boxes 
were donated by the students, and a donation of 
that size will go a long way to helping the more 
than 2,480 children presently on the program. 

Ray Nellum (left) president of the Fort Smith 
Board of Realtors, is joined by Teresa Sturgeon 
(right) and Christ The King students as he 
unloads Meals For Kids donations.  More than 
100 backpacks and assorted food was donated 
by the realtors on March 1 to benefit the Meals 
For Kids program. 
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Team at Work for all Charities Director, 
Brandy Schalski, receives an ”after the 
show” hug from Dean Martin, otherwise 
known as Eric Richardson. 
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     February 19th was one thrilling evening in 
Fort Smith.  That’s when the “Team at Work for 
All Charities” hosted tribute shows to the 
comedy team of Jerry Lewis and Dean Martin 
AND an exciting remembrance of the king of 
pop himself, Michael Jackson.   
     There was much singing and dancing in the 
aisles before the night was over, and even a 
chance for the many youngsters in the 
audience to have a photo made with Michael 
(otherwise known as Matt Macis).  The evening 
benefited both the Emergency Food Pantry 
and the Meals For Kids program operated by 
the Clearinghouse, and we thank the Team at 
Work for working for us. 
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Many St. Edward co-workers are involved in 10-
week program to improve their health that will 
benefit the Emergency Food Pantry at the 
Clearinghouse, as well.  When employees sign up 
for the 10-10 Challenge, they will be asked to 
donate two cans of food to the Clearinghouse.  All 
the food collected will be donated to our 
Emergency Food Pantry, and St. Edward will even 
match the donation of their employees.  We thank 
everyone at St. Edward to takes part in this 
challenge, and we wish them the best of health! 
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A little birdie told us that the local order 
of the Eagles is hosting a food drive for 
the Clearinghouse.  The drive is  currently 
underway and will culminate on June 19 th 
with a motorcycle Poker Run. Stay tuned 
for more information on this exciting 
event. 

Clearinghouse Director, Rick Foti (right), 
accepts a donation from State 
Representative, Tracy Pennartz (left). The 
money will be used to purchase food for 
the “Meals For Kids” program.   
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Here’s what’s new this month: 
 

·  The Natchez Nation will hold a stomp dance outside the 
convention Center before the competition dance begins at 
2pm. 

·  Baridi Nkokheli will present the history of legendary lawman, 
US Deputy Marshal Bass Reeves, in the children’s area in 
the Fort Smith Convention Center. 

·  Judge Parker (Floyd Robison) will be waiting to greet you in 
his reconstructed courtroom in the Fort Smith Museum of 
History. 

·  Native American storyteller, Teddi Sush, will entertain 
youngsters in the Children’s Area at the Fort Smith 
Convention Center. 

·  Area youngsters representing the Irish, Laotian and Spanish 
populations of our area  will demonstrate cultural dances in 
the Children’s area. 

·  SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE.  Call 782-5074 for 
information, or visit one of our two new web locations for 
more information:   

 
http://www.HeritageFestival.myevent.com 
 
Or, the next time you’re on Facebook, look for us at: 
Community Services Clearinghouse. 
 

See you around! 
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